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Welcome from the Chair

T

he fall semester was an exciting one for us as we started the MSN program with a
concentration focus of Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP). Twenty students entered
this new program, and we look forward to watching them progress through their program
of study and graduate. The Eastern Kentucky region has significant health disparities that
include hypertension, diabetes and cancer. Several of our citizens are uninsured and will
receive primary care from FNP primary care providers. Read more detailed information
in Dr. Lucy Mays report for the post-licensure online programs!
We welcomed back two colleagues in a different role this semester. Dr. Nancy O’Neill
accepted a tenure-track position and will be of great assistance as we move our MSN
program forward. Dr. O’Neill is a Certified Nurse Midwife (CNM). Shelley Sadler
transferred from serving as our Simulation Specialist to an Instructor of Nursing position.
Ms. Sadler will teach in both of our pre-licensure programs.

Dr. Lynn C. Parsons
Department Chair

New employees include Dr. Lauren Bates who joins us from Hazard Community and Technical College.
Dr. Bates, an experienced nurse educator, earned her DNP from Western Kentucky University, and she will
teach in our pre-licensure programs. Dr. Theresa Jackson, a seasoned professor, came to Morehead State
University after teaching for 10 years at Shawnee State University. She holds a Ph.D. in Nursing from Nova
Southeastern University, and she will teach in our Fundamental Nursing Concepts course in the Associate of
Applied Sciences in Nursing (AASN) program. Christa Thompson was the previous Director for Nursing
Professional Development and the Stroke Program Coordinator at St. Claire Regional Medical Center for the
past four years. Ms. Thompson teaches in MSUs AASN Program. Ms. Bethany Lowery joins us as our Patient
Care Laboratory Coordinator. She is currently matriculating in graduate studies with a Nursing Education
focus at Northern Kentucky University. Judy Harrison, a pediatric advanced practice nurse with certification
as a pediatric mental health provider, came to us from the private sector. She has several years of clinical
practice experience and her most recent position in the academy was at Midway College. We are pleased to
have these new nursing faculty!
We had an exciting fall semester as we held Camp Smile, for the first
time, in the fall semester. Camp Smile, a bereavement camp, serves adoIn this Issue…
lescents who have lost a significant
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AASN Coordinator’s Report

G

reetings from the Associate of Applied Science in Nursing
Program! In December 2017, the Department of Nursing held
a Graduate Recognition and Pinning Ceremony in the Gerald DeMoss
Conference Room in CHER. The winner of the Art of Nursing Award
is selected by both faculty and students as the graduate they would
most want to provide care for them or their family.
Dr. Teresa Howell,
DNP, RN, CNE
Program Coordinator










The Art of Nursing Award was presented to Dusty Osborne.
The Kaplan Diagnostic Award was presented to Katrina Ferguson at the Morehead Campus and Rebecca Herrera at the Mt.
Sterling Campus.
The Excellence in Simulation Award was presented to Shelby
Ferrell at the Morehead Campus and Rebecca Herrera at the
Mt. Sterling Campus.
The Excellence in Service Award was presented to Rebecca
Herrera for her work with the Haiti Mission and Shelby
Williams for Camp SMILE.
The Pharmacology Award was presented to Shelby Williams.

Dusty Osborne

Dr. Teresa Ferguson
DNP, RN, CNE
Assistant Coordinator
AASN Mt. Sterling Campus

Shelby Williams

Katrina Ferguson

Shelby Ferrell

Rebecca Herrera
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Congressman Hal Rogers visited
our campus on September 20th
with his wife Cynthia and
several members of his staff. It
was the highlight of the day for
students when Congressman
Rogers, KY District 5, visited
the Nursing Research class and
several active clinical laboratory
sessions. Students lined up to
shake Congressman Roger’s
hand and were eager to share
their home counties as several
came from District 5! See more
from the Congressman’s visit on
page 5. Nursing faculty and staff
participated in several events,
and we had a highly successful
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Health Career Fair, the first one
held, this past November.
Approximately 25 employers and
a few graduate programs were
present to meet the 175 students
who attended. Student
representation came from health
programs including Kinesiology,

Health & Imaging Sciences,
Psychology, Biology and
Nursing.
Faculty and staff participated in
several recruitment programs
this fall semester. Sharing
nursing programs with potential
students, their parents and
family is a top priority.
Providing health professionals
to our Eastern Kentucky service
region and across the
Commonwealth of Kentucky
remains an important focus for
team members in the
Department of Nursing!
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BSN Coordinator Report

G

reetings from the BSN Program! Fall semester brought in a new cohort of 55
sophomore level nursing students. It is always an exciting time to usher in a new
group of students and help them find their passion in nursing during their time with us. It
is also exciting to watch them develop a heart of service. That is the heart of
nursing….serving one another.
The BSN faculty believe in their core, the Department of Nursing motto “Enter to learn,
leave to serve”! Faculty teach each new student cohort that enters this program and for
the duration of their time here at MSU, the didactic and clinical aspects of practice
Dr. Kim Clevenger
competency. Additionally, faculty foster a caring attitude and a heart for service in those
BSN Program
students. Competency, caring, and service, …these three are interrelated and work hand
Coordinator
in hand. These are the traits that must be developed in students and then sustained
during their time in the profession to truly make a difference in patient outcomes. We are hopefully molding
students who will make a difference each day they serve in the profession….beginning during their time in
preparation for their calling.
All students within the BSN program complete a minimum of 25 community service hours each semester.
Currently we have a total of 152 BSN students, multiply the number of minimum service hours they complete
per semester, and it is a staggering 3,800 service hours given back to our communities! Throughout this
newsletter we will give you a glimpse of some of the activities these students have been involved with this
semester.
Turkey Trot
The Fall 2017 MSU BSN Sophomore cohort participated in the
Turkey trot on Saturday, November 4, 2017, under the
leadership of Dr. Vanessa Flannery & Dr. Kim Clevenger. The
Turkey Trot is an annual 5k in Morehead, KY, to support
Alzheimer's awareness. All proceeds benefit the St. Claire
Foundation's Alzheimer's & Dementia Fund. The mission of the
fund is to financially assist dementia patients and their loved
ones in Eastern Kentucky.
2nd Semester Sophomore Activities
Second semester BSN sophomore students who are enrolled in
NURB 264 Family Nursing and NURB 266 Community Health
have particularly been busy this semester. Students in NURB
266 completed a windshield survey during the semester that
was designed to assess the needs of a particular community and
then hosted a health event based on those needs by the end of
the semester. Additionally, these same students served the comTurkey Trot participants.
munity by volunteering at the Community Soup Kitchen,
providing daycare assistance, participating in blood donation drives, and coat drives providing Windsor
Nursing Home residents with needed items and Bingo prizes. This is just a small sampling of service our
sophomore level students have completed.
Junior & Senior Community Service Activities
Our junior and senior level students have also been busy with community service hours. Not only do our upper
level students give back to the community, they give back to the program by serving as mentors to groups of
entry level nursing students. Our upper level students help to welcome our new cohorts to our family and serve
as “big brother or big sister” as they matriculate through the program. We are very proud of our students and
all their endeavors!
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Online Programs Coordinator Report

he Department of Nursing is happy to announce the addition of a graduate
nursing program at Morehead State University. The Master of Science in
Nursing (MSN), Family Nurse Practitioner Program (FNPP), with a primary care
focus and a Post MSN Program for nurses holding the MSN who seek FNP
certification admitted the first course with the Fall 2017 semester. Twenty students
were admitted for the Fall 2017 term. The FNPP is approved by the Kentucky
Board of Nursing, the Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE), Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) and is seeking accreditation by the
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). A CCNE site visit is
scheduled for September 24-26, 2018.

Dr. Lucy Mays
Online Programs Coordinator

The FNPP is a 49 credit-hour curriculum. Theory courses are taught online. There are three practicum courses
and a procedures course with a requirement of a weekend face to face instruction for advanced procedures
such as suturing.
Information about the program can be found online at http://www.moreheadstate.edu/College-of-Science/
Nursing. The Department of Nursing plans to admit students to the FNPP in both the fall and spring
semesters. The Department of Nursing looks forward to further meeting the health care needs of the citizenry
through developing competent and caring advanced practice nurses.

The revised curriculum for the Post-Licensure Baccalaureate Program was implemented during the Spring 17
semester. Students continue to respond very favorably to the new online curriculum format with courses
scheduled in eight week modules. We offered winter programming from December 22, 2017, to
January 8, 2018, to further accommodate student learning needs by offering the following courses:
NURS 303: Women’s Health Care
NURS 349: Men’s Health
NURS 475: Human Sexuality
There are 17 graduates scheduled to graduate from the Post-Licensure Baccalaureate Nursing Program
December 2017. There are currently 114 students enrolled in the program. We are very proud of our graduates
and look forward to seeing the positive contributions they make to the health care environment.

T

Online MSN\FNP Program Accreditation

he Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) program with a Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP)
concentration will undergo initial Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE) program
accreditation on September 24-26, 2018. The on-site evaluation will take place on the campus of Morehead
State University (MSU) located at 150 University Blvd, Morehead, KY 40351; phone #: 606-783-2296. The
public is invited to submit written third-party comments that must be received by CCNE until 21 days before
the scheduled on-site evaluation. Contact information for CCNE is listed below.
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education
655 K Street, NW, Suite 750
Washington, DC 20001
P: (202) 887-6791
F: (202) 887-8476

Camp Smile
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T

his was the 11th year for Camp SMILE (Sharing Memories in a Loving Environment) a bereavement
camp for kids. Morehead State University Department of Nursing in collaboration with St. Claire
Regional Hospice held the camp October 20-22. Nursing students take NUR 385: Camp Nursing developed by
MSU Nursing Faculty, Dr. Nathania Bush and Dr. Teresa Howell, to prepare for a field experience at camp.
Twenty students in NUR 385 developed age-specific bereavement activities to be used at Camp SMILE.
Campers participated in therapeutic bereavement activities that focused on healthy coping skills, support
systems, stages of grief, feelings associated with grief, and acceptance of the loss. The 30 children in
attendance, ages 7-17, arrived at camp on Friday afternoon and were picked up by their caregivers Sunday
morning.

In addition to small groups, crafts and games, the children were able to participate in activities provided at
Camp Lyons in Bath County. Saturday afternoon was dedicated to emphasizing that each camper had the
ability to overcome challenges and obstacles in life. During this activity kids participated in archery, hiking,
and canoeing followed by a fall festival with pumpkin painting, face painting, sack races, and other outdoor
games. At night, campers and counselors bonded around campfires, made luminaries and enjoyed S’mores.
Children had the opportunity to talk one on one as needed with trained bereavement counselors and were able
to spend time getting to know other children with similar losses. Campers voiced to counselors as they left on
Sunday how much they had enjoyed the weekend.

C

Congressman Hal Rogers Visits the
Nursing Department

ongressman Hal Rogers has served the 5th District of Kentucky for the past 36 years. The Congressman, his staff and wife Cynthia visited Morehead State University and spent the afternoon of September 20th touring in the CHER Building.
After having lunch in the CHER Building Congressman Rogers visited the NURB, 319 Pharmacology class.
The Congressman also visited our clinical laboratories and saw first-hand nursing student practicing their
clinical skills on different mannequins and returning skills learned to their clinical professors. Many students
shared their home county with Congressman Rogers as many were from District 5.
(Continued on page 6)
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(Congressman Hal Rogers Visit… Continued from page 5)

Dr. Kim Clevenger, Program Coordinator for the BSN program introduces Congressman Rogers to Professor White’s NURB 319, Pharmacology class. Mrs. Rogers is pictured to the left of the frame with President
Morgan at the door.

A reception followed in the DeMoss area of the 1st floor of the CHER Building. Nursing students, faculty and
staff along with Morehead State University leaders and several members of the community were in
attendance.

Where are you now?

Name_________________________________________ Maiden Name________________________________
Spouse’s Name____________________________ Maiden Name_________________ MSU Class Yr______

We are interested in our alumni, all graduates of MSU Nursing programs. Please take
a moment to tell us where you are in your
personal and professional life. Send an
email with your updated name, number,
current employment, and current location!
Direct your email to Paige Flanery,
pmlausier@moreheadstate.edu.

Mailing Address_____________________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________________________________ State______________ Zip_____________
E-mail Address_________________________________________________ Tel._________________________
Employment Information:
Business Name__________________________________________________ Title_______________________
Business Address____________________________________________________________________________
City_______________________________________________________ State_____________ Zip____________
E-mail Address___________________________________________________ Tel._______________________

